 Introduction to Mr. Ogilvie’s Algebra Class


September 2009
I am very excited to be able to participate in your STARS home school program. It seems to me to be a terrific way to learn and it allows for a very focused and knowledge intensive program. I will assume the position as your tutor for this course and pledge to do everything I can to facilitate your learning and make it a positive experience for you.  I recognize that in this type of program, you bear great responsibility for your own education but if you really think about it, it should not be any other way. Your education is the key to opening the doors in YOUR future. Algebra is the real foundation upon which all of your future math and science and many other courses will be based. You need to understand this material because you will use it for the rest of your life. In my twelve years of teaching this same material in public schools, the students who did well were the ones who also took on this same sense of personal responsibility for their work and were conscientious about it along the way. Homework is your chance to practice working through each lesson after you have been introduced to it. If you understand and can accurately do your homework, you are acquiring the knowledge. Tests will ask you to demonstrate that same knowledge, under a little bit more pressure. You want to be able to show that you can perform in that situation. There is no substitute for good honest hard work to be successful in this course. As in all Math, accuracy really matters. Many errors that are made are what I would label “silly” errors. A quick and routine double check of your work will normally catch these. Making sure that an answer just makes sense will often also help you avoid careless errors as well. While speed may not be as important as accuracy, I put it in second place. You want to be able to move right along with your work. Practice and homework will make huge differences in the time it takes you to work through problems. You will certainly not be in this alone. Your parents may be able to help you through confusing material, siblings and friends may also help and I will be there at the next class to clarify anything that confuses you. My goal will be to minimize your confusion and any possible frustration with the course. I will not want you to know most of the material, I want you to know ALL of the material. Once you get these concepts and practice them, it will be like riding a bike. You will never forget them. 
Here is what I expect out of you. Taking Algebra 1 assumes that you have mastered the pre algebra material while taking Algebra 2 assumes that you mastered Algebra 1. While there is a great deal of review that is inherent within each course, if you have major gaps in your math basics or in the courses leading up to the one you are in, you will be at a major disadvantage and you must work to make up those deficiencies. If there are areas you are not comfortable with, face up to them and work through them. Do not be afraid to ask for help from your parents, siblings, friends, or me. I want you to carefully read through each assigned lesson and make notes about anything that confuses you. Work through the sample problems provided for each lesson. Again note anything that confuses you. We will probably aim to do at least two units per class session. I will typically assign homework problems for which you have the answers in the back of the book. I want you to get that immediate feedback as to whether you are doing them right but you must make a solid effort to work the problems first and then check your answers. If you want you can do a few at a time and then check those answers to make sure you are on the right track. If you get it wrong, determine if it is a simple math error or some other misunderstanding. Often times you will be able to work backwards to see what was supposed to have been done. If you can not get the correct answer, make note of where you think you got lost in the problem and leave space in your notes to later fill in the correct procedure. When we meet in class we can go over all questions at the beginning of class. I want you to make an honest effort to work at all problems, but not get frustrated. Do not sit on one problem forever. Make a note and move on. I will guess that I will be able to help you out with 90% of your questions in just a few moments in class. Do not forget to make notes about what confuses you though, since so much of what we will be learning will build upon prior knowledge and lessons. Please come to class well rested, with a good breakfast and with the lesson prepared as directed along with your required materials. 
Here is what I intend to do for you. We will try to cover at least two lessons during each one hour class. Some lessons may require more time, others maybe less time. At the beginning of class, I will go over anything that confused you about past work (up to a point since we need to cover new material as well). While there will be some review-like lessons which you will be assigned to do at home without any instruction from me, in general, I will explain all new material to you before you are asked to do any homework problems on it. I will aim to introduce new material in a way that folds in with your prior knowledge. I believe I will be able to identify what parts of the lesson are the keys to your understanding it. I also think I will know the parts that will confuse you the most and “why” and put you in the right direction. I will attempt to have YOU discover for yourself the key points of the lesson. I will aim to work through in class typical sample problems that are at the heart of each lesson. If you are with me at that point, the homework you do will serve to further reinforce your knowledge of that topic. Some problems will focus on the basic math techniques you have learned while others will work toward applying those techniques and skills to real problems. That is ultimately where we need to go since the real test is whether you can use this material for something real. I will always have a few minutes after class to go over some specific questions with you individually that I may not already have answered in class for you. If need be, I can also come a few minutes early to also answer your questions. This will be a nearly ideal learning situation for you and I am looking forward to being a part of it. I will provide a syllabus/homework schedule to your school website for you to use for this class. 
Materials that you need for class.
Pencils, Paper for notes and to do problems  (Paper or a spiral notebook in a 3 ring binder), Graph paper, Ruler, Calculator – a simple one will be fine for most classes. 

At some point within each course, I will walk you through the key steps in graphing and solving algebra problems using a TI 83 (or later) calculator. This is an important part of the course and I will give you advance warning about this so you could conceivably borrow one just for the days we need one. The use of a graphing calculator will serve to enhance your understanding and knowledge of the subject. 
Please sign below and place a copy of these two pages in your binder.

Student -___________________       Parent- ___________________________

